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for Smallholder Farmers  

 

- Promoting Sustainable Trade and Investment 
 

 

28 November 2022 14:30-17:30 (Beijing time GMT+8)  

 

Tianjin, China & online (Zoom) 
 

I. Background 

Countries in Asia and the Pacific face significant challenges to achieving the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development and in particular Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG) 1 (end poverty in all its forms everywhere) and SDG 2 (end hunger, achieve food 

security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture), especially in the 

context of the COVID-19 pandemic and climate change. The challenges include a high 

proportion of smallholders with 90% of the world’s small farm holders (<2 ha) being in 

Asia and the Pacific1 and the average size of land holdings in Asia being only about 1 ha. 

Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization eases hard labour, relieves labour shortages, 

improves productivity and timeliness of agricultural operations, improves the efficiency 

of use of resources, enhances market access and contributes to addressing the various 

challenges facing agriculture including climate related hazards2. However, there are some 

key bottlenecks in promoting sustainable agricultural mechanization in the region. The 

small size of land holdings is an important one, along with the limited investment 

capacity of smallholders, and lack of technical expertise and service providers at the 

grass-roots level. The private sector can be a game-changer in providing the urgently 

needed services to the farming community so that smallholder farmers can easily get 

access to and benefit from sustainable and innovative agricultural machinery.  

The Regional Council of Agricultural Machinery Associations in Asia and the Pacific 

(ReCAMA) is a flagship initiative of the Centre for Sustainable Agricultural 

 
1 Singh G. and Zhao B. (2016), “Agricultural Mechanization Situation in Asia and the Pacific Region”, Agricultural Mechanization in 

Asia, Africa and Latin America, Vol. 47, No. 2, P21. 
2 FAO Website, available at http://www.fao.org/sustainable-agricultural-mechanization/overview/what-is-sustainable-

mechanization/en/ 
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Mechanization of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (ESCAP-CSAM) for promoting sustainable agricultural mechanization through 

strengthening the capacity of national agricultural machinery associations, facilitating the 

exchange of knowledge and information, and enhancing collaboration and closer business 

connections among national associations and their members.  

Since its establishment in 2014, several trainings and study tours under ReCAMA have 

been organized under ReCAMA to meet the needs of its members. The Workshop this 

year will focus on sustainable mechanization for smallholder farmers for tackling the 

particular challenges they face.  

This year’s ReCAMA workshop will be held alongside the China International 

Agriculture Machinery Exhibition (CIAME). CIAME is an international agricultural 

machinery event that is held annually by the China Agricultural Machinery Distribution 

Association (CAMDA), China Agricultural Mechanization Association (CAMA) and 

China Association of Agricultural Machinery Manufacturers (CAAMM) who are 

ReCAMA member associations. The exhibits of CIAME cover the whole process of 

agricultural production, including tilling, seeding, seedling, transplanting, fertilizing, 

plant protection, harvesting, post-harvest processing, transportation, irrigation, foraging, 

powering, as well as spare parts and components.  CIAME 2022 will be organized on 26-

28 November 2022 in Tianjin, China.  

Utilizing the occasion of CIAME 2022, a Business-matching Event on Sustainable 

Mechanization for Smallholder Farmers will also be organized along with the ReCAMA 

Workshop so that participants can learn about the latest developments in the agricultural 

machinery sector in the region and beyond and establish closer business connections 

which can promote sustainable agricultural mechanization and related trade in the Asia-

Pacific region in support of the SDGs.   

II. Objectives: 

The ReCAMA Workshop and Business-matching Event on Sustainable Mechanization 

for Smallholder Farmers aims to achieve the following objectives: 

1. To promote a better understanding of the needs of smallholder famers in relation to 

agricultural machinery for sustainable and climate-smart agricultural development 

2. To explore the range of mechanization-based solutions available for smallholder 

farmers; and 

3. To enhance regional cooperation and promote sustainable trade and investment in 

agricultural machinery with a focus on smallholder farmers in the Asia-Pacific region. 
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III. Organization and Participation 

The ReCAMA Workshop and Business-matching Event on Sustainable Mechanization 

for Smallholder Farmers will be co-organized by ESCAP-CSAM together with the China 

Agricultural Machinery Distribution Association at 14:30-17:30 on 28 Oct. 2022 in 

Tianjin, China and via Zoom. Expected participants include representatives of ReCAMA 

Member associations and their member enterprises from the Asia-Pacific region as well 

as other pertinent stakeholders from China and other countries. 

ReCAMA members will be invited to attend the Business-matching Event. Two to three 

rooms via Zoom (online) will be arranged to enable business matching amongst 

agricultural machinery suppliers and buyers.   

IV. Tentative Programme 

ReCAMA Workshop and Business-matching Event on Sustainable Mechanization for 

Smallholder Farmers 

10 minutes 

Opening remarks 

- Representative of CSAM 

- Representatives of the ReCAMA Associations from China 

45 minutes 

Country presentations on needs of smallholder farmers and 

mechanization-based solutions to address them 

 

30 minutes 

Panel Discussion on current gaps and opportunities for promoting 

mechanization solutions for smallholders in Asia and the Pacific  

 

5 minutes Wrap up and closure  

90 minutes Business-matching Event  
 


